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how I made it



https://github.com/aparrish/gutenberg-dammit/

(includes the ~7 gigabyte archive and the code 
necessary to build the archive from scratch)

Gutenberg, dammit is heavily based on the GutenTag  
project (Brooke 2015)

Gutenberg, dammit



conflicting file organization schemes from different eras

weirdly-formatted (or 

inaccurate) metadata

esoteric and incorrectly-reported character encodings

audiobooks, 

epubs, html, 
pdfs...

Project Gutenberg

plain text 
files in there 
somewhere

Gutenberg, dammit

plain text files, boilerplate stripped, 
encoded as UTF-8

consistent metadata in JSON format gutenberg 
boilerplate text

shallow consistent directory structure
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{"s": "The Heav'ns and all the Constellations rung,", "gid": "20"} 
{"s": "The Planets in thir stations list'ning stood,", "gid": "20"} 
{"s": "While the bright Pomp ascended jubilant.", "gid": "20 
{"s": "Open, ye everlasting Gates, they sung,", "gid": "20"} 
{"s": "Open, ye Heav'ns, your living dores; let in", "gid": "20"}

https://github.com/aparrish/gutenberg-poetry-corpus/

(includes the archive and the code necessary to build 
the archive from scratch)

Gutenberg Poetry Corpus



Gutenberg, dammit

just files with "poetry" in their subject metadata

just lines from those files that "look like poetry"

52MB gzipped newline-delimited JSON file

text of line and link back to source document

• Length 
• Case 
• Doesn't look like TOC 
• Doesn't look like a title 
• Not a reference or footnote 
• Keyword content filter 
• etc.

{



what people have done with it 
(so far)



Articulations





Gutenberg Poetry Autocomplete



http://gutenberg-poetry.decontextualize.com/



Kit Armstrong, "Betting the under"
"I saw you over the Persian navy / the Persians at Marathon 
in 490 B.C. / the big race / the blazing wicks // Saw you 
over the cheek-guard / chased with gold / over the dunes / 
and over the dust // I went over the archipelagos to you / 
over the rocks / and we heard rushing in the far distance / 
over the surplus revenue / in opposition to Government / 
when we’d look / over the living room ceiling all night [...]"

https://theindianapolisreview.com/betting-the-under/



Plot to Poem



Line from WikiPlots corpus Semantically similar line from Gutenberg Poetry 
Corpus

In 1977, Harry Burns and Sally Albright graduate from the 
University of Chicago and share the drive to New York City, 
where Sally is beginning journalism school and Harry is starting 
a career

Where in one dream the feverish time of youth

Harry is dating a friend of Sally's, Amanda Alas! that any friend of mine

During the drive, they discuss their differing ideas about 
relationships between men and women

week to the 'mistress'--for women carry on the business of

Harry says that "Men and women can't be friends because the 
sex part always gets in the way"

In gardens where men love me, and be sure

Sally disagrees, claiming that men and women can be strictly 
friends without sex

Is't not enough that women toil.

[...] [...]

Harry spends New Year's alone, walking around the city Than share the city's year forlorn.

As Sally decides to leave the party early, Harry appears and 
declares his love for her

Who does not love his early dream of love?--

At first, she argues that the only reason he is there is because 
he is lonely, but he disagrees and lists the many things he 
realized he loves about her

What is there that abides

They make up and kiss and marry three months later Then may I marry you, my pretty maid?'



potential uses
• computational cut-ups 

• computational stylistics ("how poetic is this text," for certain meanings of 
"poetic") 

• models for text generation (train an LSTM on this and see what comes out) and 
text "style transfer" (weight this text in your model to add a bit of "poetry" to it) 

• mixed-initiative interfaces 

• "inspiration" 

• etc.



why this poetry corpus?



–M. NourbeSe Philip, Zong! (pp. 197-198)

"I use the text [...] almost as a painter uses paint or a sculptor 
stone — the material with which I work being preselected and 
limited. Henry Moore observed that his manner of working was to 
remove all extraneous material to allow the figure that was 
“locked” in the stone to reveal itself. It is an image that has always 
appealed to me, although I work with words rather than stone." 

"



"Poetry should be burned to the 
bone by austere fires and washed 
white with rains of affliction: the 
poet should love nakedness and 
the thought of the skeleton under 
the flesh." 

—Rebecca West (quoted in 
Churchill 2016)





next steps



better classification

• rule based → statistical model



mindfulness about what is included

• curation, filtering 

• "raw material" that is "washed white" (?!)
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